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direct from the sun to the abode of lightning, from whence a spirit led the souls to the world of Brahman. This world, though still conceived in mythological phraseology, was probably for a long time the highest point reached by the thinkers and poets of the Upanishads, but we shall see that after a time even this approach to a personal and objective God was not considered final, and that there was a higher bliss which could be reached by knowledge only, or by the consciousness of the soul's inseparateness from. Brahman. We see traces of this in passages of the Upanishads such as Brih. Ar. Up. V. 4, 8, * Wise people who know Brahman go on this road (devay&na) to the heaven-world (svarga), and higher up from thence, as quite freed.' Or Maitr. Br&hm. Up. VI. 30, 6 Stepping over the world of Brahman, they go by it to the highest path.'
While to our minds the belief in the soul's journey to the world of the Fathers, the world of the gods, and the world of the mythological Brahman (masc.), seems to present an historical development, it was not so with Vedanta philosophers. They looked upon every passage in the Upanishads as equally true, because revealed, and they tried to combine all the accounts of the soul's journey, even when they clearly differed from one another, into one harmonious whole.
Attempts to harmonise the different Statements of tne Upanisnads.
How they achieved this, I shall best be able to show you by translating some portion of the Vedanta-sutras with the commentary by $ankara. Though some of it may sqem tedious, yet it will be useful in